1. The picnic

You are enjoying an end-of-school-year picnic at a local park. You spread your blanket down on the ground to have a nice place to picnic.  As you inspect the ground looking for a space for your blanket, you notice that something is different among the individuals of a weedy plant growing abundantly in the area  A quick check of your field guide to plants, which you bring to every school picnic, reveals that the plants all seem to be a weed called field mustard, Brassica rapa.  The plants are producing seeds so you harvest a bunch and bring them home. Thus begins your scientific journey to understand the significance of genetic variation in populations.  

After you sow the seeds individually in small containers they germinate in a few days.  Look carefully at the different plants. Do they all look the same?  If not, how many different types are there?

